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diploma, that the proctor of the order of Minors, proved
by a dissertation on the passage of St. John, "There
are three that bear record in heaven," that the blessed
Trinity had borne testimony to the fact of Bonaventura
being a saint in heaven: the Father proving it by
the attested miracles; the Son, in the WISDOM OF HIS
DOCTRINE; the Holy Spirit, by the goodness of his
life. The pontiff then adds, in his own words, "He so
wrote on divine subjects, THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT SEEMS
TO HAVE SPOKEN IN HIM 1." A testimony referred to by
Pope Sixtus the Fifth.

-This latter pontiff was crowned May 1, 1585, more
than a century after the canonization of Bonaventura,
and more than three centuries after his death. By his
order, the works of Bonaventura were "most care-
fully emendated." The decretal letters, A. D. 1588,
pronounced him to be an acknowledged doctor of
Holy Church, directing his authority to be cited
and employed in all places of education, and in all
ecclesiastical discussions and studies. The same act
offers plenary indulgence to all who assist at the mass
on his feast, in certain specified places, with other
minor immunities on the conditions annexed2.

In these documents Bonaventura3 is called the Se-
raphic Doctor; and I repeat my doubt, whether it is
possible for any human authority to give a more full,
entire, and unreserved sanction to the works of any
human being than the Church of Rome has given to

1  Page 831.    " Ea de divinis rebus scripsit, ut in eo   Spiritus
Sanctus locutus videatur."

2  Page 837.

3  The edition of bis works which I have used was published at
Mentz in 1609;  and the passages referred to are in vol. vi. between
pp. 400 and 500.